The unsatisfactory nature of the current theories that are held to account for congenital distortions of the limbs, such as talipes, contractures of joints, and congenital high scapula, has for long been recognised. The subject is of interest to general surgeon and orthopcedist alike, and any well-attested observation bearing on the question deserves consideration.
It has been realised by many observers that certain congenital deformities of the limbs may be due to shortening of individual muscles or groups of muscles. Attention was frequently directed to this possibility by the older writers on congenital club-foot; and the presence of a shortened muscular or fibrous band uniting the scapula to the skull or to the vertebral column has been a constant finding in all dissections of congenital high scapula. More 
